
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

THE MIDDLE VIEW 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

How many of us would wish to be judged today based on the academic performance, 

intelligence and maturity of our middle school years?  The years of youth are a time 

of exploration and growth…and, therefore, a time of mistakes and disappointments. 

In these critical years, self-image begins to solidify and students start to realistically 

see their potential. Therefore, it is so important that we ensure that our children de-

velop positive and realistic self-images. 

 

I remember so clearly when I was in middle school that there were academic areas 

and sport skills that would later become easier for me as I matured. I still remember 

how my arms and legs were too large for my body and how my voice squeaked and 

cracked. Yet, these were years full of possibilities. 

 

During the middle school years our kids develop at different times in regard to their 

academic abilities, physical skills, and emotional development. But, the important 

thing to remember is that it doesn’t make a difference when they achieve success so 

long as they are encouraged to make the attempt. Ultimately, it doesn’t matter if 

your child fell off the bicycle ten times or one hundred times…what counts is that 

he/she eventually learned how to ride the bike….and, the child’s performance as a 

bike rider will ultimately have no relationship to the number of times that he/she ini-

tially fell off the bike. In life, what is most important for our children to learn is that 

to achieve our goals we must first be willing to make the attempt no matter how of-

ten we might fail. Our job as parents, and as a school, is to provide assistance when-

ever children falter…and then make sure that they get back up. 

 

In conclusion, our school will work in partnership with you to always provide our 

students with new beginnings. We encourage our students to strive, to try to attain 

what may at first appear to be outside their grasp. And, if they falter, we will be 

there catching them and helping them get back on track. 

 

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff 
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Calendar 
 

 

April 4th 

End of 3rd  

Quarter 

 

April  10th 

PTA Dinner 

6:30 pm 
 

April 10th & 11th 

7th Gr. Writing  

Assessment 

 

April 16th 

Board of Education 

Meeting  

8:15 pm 

 

  

April 17th 

Spring Concert I 

@ HS 7:00 pm 

 

 

April 21st –25th 

Spring Recess II 

School Closed 

 

April 28th 

SCHOOLS  

REOPEN 

 

 

April 29th 
General PTA Mtg. 

HS/MS Reflections 

@ HS 7:00 pm 

 

“Self image sets the boundaries of individual accomplishment.” Maxwell Maltz. 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us/ 



Counselors On The Go 
     
   The counselors attend many district staff development meetings during the school 
year.  Guest speakers and networking with colleagues benefit our interaction with our stu-
dents.  In addition, we enjoy attending outside conferences.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
spend the day towards professional growth.  
     In the Fall, Mrs. Weiner attended the Long Island Counselors’ Annual Conference at St. An-
thony’s High School.  The keynote speaker was Rachel Simmons who is the author of Odd Girl 
Out and Odd Girl Speaks Out.  Both of these books are a great resource for Middle School 
parents.  In addition, she attended a workshop on “Cyberbullying and The School.”  This is 
such an important issue that involves texting on cell phones, instant messaging, and 

e-mails.  
     Recently, Mrs. Weiner also attended the Annual Spring Conference for Counselors in 
Smithtown.  Two workshops that she attended included “Adolescent Girls:  Stresses and 
Strengths” and “A Look At Asperger’s Syndrome.”  Both of these workshops offered valuable, 
useful information that will be helpful in the Middle School counseling program.  
     In early April, Mrs. Ingoglia and Mr. Tumminello will attend the 2008 CAP Conference at 
Adelphi University.  The theme of the conference is “Get on the Road to Regaining Re-
spect!”  Author Jill Rigby will be the keynote speaker.  Her new book, Raising Unselfish Chil-
dren in a Self-Absorbed World, has just been released.  Kathleen Rice and Maureen McCor-
mick will also speak on the Social Host Law.  
     During the district wide Superintendent’s Conference Day, the counselors attended an all 
day workshop by Dr. Melvin Levine on the development of the brain and its relationship to 
styles of learning.  

  “When Is My Guidance Appointment?!” 
     
 These are the words heard at the Middle School this year. The Guidance Office has always 
had an “open door policy” which many students took advantage of during their three years 
here.  However, some students were never in their counselors’ private office.  They would 
speak to the counselor in the lunchroom, halls, and classrooms.  This practice changed this 
school year.  Every student in all three grades met with their counselor in the Guidance Of-
fice.  These guidance “chats” allowed the counselors to get to know their students better and 
develop a closer relationship.  The goal was that the student would feel more comfortable 
returning to the office if the need occurred.  Topics included family, friends, pets, extra-
curricular activities, and school progress.  Students seemed excited to have this personal 
meeting with their counselor.  It was wonderful having over a thousand students visit the 
Guidance Office for their appointments.      



Moving Up 

 
The spring is a busy time in the Guidance Office.  We are preparing each grade for the upcoming  

2008-2009 school year.  Here are some highlights of the grade level transitions. 

 

5th Grade into 6th Grade 

The transition and articulation process for fifth graders moving into the middle school begins in March.  Mr. 

Tumminello meets with all fifth grade students in an assembly to give an overview of the middle school, an in-

troduction to buddy day and answer questions.  Buddy day is an opportunity for every fifth grader to come to 

the middle school and shadow a sixth grade “buddy” for half of a school day.  They attend classes together, see 

the entire middle school, and eat lunch in the cafeteria.  While this is taking place the fifth grade teachers meet 

with the middle school counselors and give an overview of each fifth grade student.  They also share important 

information or special alerts.  Buddy days run through the month of April. 

 

Parents attended a middle school orientation on the evening of February 7th.  Our principal Mr. Osroff gave a 

detailed presentation about the middle school’s philosophy and programs.  There were four current sixth grade 

students present who answered questions directed by our assistant principal Mrs. Lee.  Afterward there was a 

language fair, music fair and orientation for parents of special education students. 

 

Fifth grade parents of special education students have annual review meetings in March and April.  These meet-

ings are attended by Mr. Tumminello and special education coordinator Ms. Bogen.  Their attendance helps plan 

the transition of each student and aid in any middle school related topics. 

 

6th Grade into 7th Grade 

The sixth grade students have begun preparing for seventh grade.  Everyone had the chance to select their music 

class and an elective class from a wide variety of subjects.  Math and Science level decisions will be discussed 

after the third quarter.  In addition, CSE annual reviews and 504 Plan reviews will take place to plan next years’ 

courses and placement. All students are encouraged to become involved in extra-curricular activities in the fu-

ture.  We have both sports and club options next year. 

 

7th Grade into 8th Grade 

The seventh grade students have completed their course selection requests for 8th grade.  Scheduling input has 

begun.  In their final year at the Middle School, students have more elective opportunities.  At the end of 8th 

grade, students will take the World Language Proficiency Exam.  Each student that passes this exam earns one 

high school credit.  Students participating in the accelerated math and science programs will also earn high 

school credit for those courses. 

 

In March, Mrs. Ingoglia began attending CSE meetings for 7th grade students.  These meetings will continue 

through May. 

 

8th Grade into 9th Grade 

The transition and articulation for eighth graders moving into the high school begins in January.  On January 

17th, Mr. Tumminello met with the eighth grade students in an assembly format to discuss the transition into 

high school.  Topics discussed included graduation requirements, elective choices, the honors policy and the 

high school counseling center.  During the assembly the high school course booklet was distributed and re-

viewed.  In addition, a letter was sent home to parents beginning the scheduling process.  It included a high 

school elective form which all students were required to fill out and return to Mr. Tumminello.  To aid in the 

process, Mr. Tumminello ran small group meetings for parents to present high school information and answer 

questions. Mr. Tumminello also held one on one appointments for students and parents that needed individual-

ized meetings. 

 

In the spring, a high school course verification sheet will be sent home.  This is not a schedule but a list of 

classes used to verify what every student is signed up for.  For any changes or question please call Mr. Tum-

minello at 478-3020 or email at tumminellov@gcufsd.net.  In August, final schedules and high school counselor 

assignments are mailed home.  At his time there will also be an incoming ninth grade orientation that is run by 

the high school. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Guidance Department would 

like to thank the Middle School 

Art Club and Ms. Rousku for their 

beautiful illustrations for the Clubs 

and Activities Handbook.  Great job! 

SEE IT , SAY IT , STOP IT 

 

Garden City Middle School students recently attended the play, CLASS DISMISSED, presented in 

the Middle School Auditorium by Theatre Three Productions of Port Jefferson. The play was part of 

the character education at the school designed to discourage bullying.  The play focused on class-

room, cafeteria and schoolyard situations, with a strong emphasis on the rising incidence of bullying 

via the Internet. It illustrated a range of scenarios, suggested active solutions and encouraged those 

who experience or witness bullying to speak up. The goal of the production was to raise further 

awareness, help students intercept hurtful language and empower them to stand up and challenge 

others.  

The Middle School Orchestras 
 

  The Middle School Orchestras are having a productive and exciting year. In addition to our publicized partici-

pation in All-County, we had six string students selected to participate in the Long Island String Festival, an 

organization similar to All-County that selects students, based on their NYSSMA adjudication scores, to re-

hearse and perform in concert with other advanced string students county-wide. 

  Our tutoring program continues to flourish, with many of our middle school students “hopping on board” for 

tutoring by our advanced high school students. Mrs. Gullotta continues to act as advisor in guiding the progress 

of the younger students. 

  This spring, for the second time ever, the 6th Grade Orchestra will perform in the finale with the 7th and 8th 

Grade Orchestra at the Spring Concert. They are to be congratulated for the advances they have made on their 

instruments which permits them this honor. 

  Finally, in early April, our advanced High School Chamber Orchestra will come to the middle school to per-

form for and sit in a “side-by-side” rehearsal with our middle school orchestras. The younger string students 

find this event inspiring in addition to the wonderful musical ideas the older students are able to share. 

 



Below, please find the GCSD student winners for Sprachfest 2008! 
 

 

 

 
 

 The twentieth Annual German-Language Sprachfest was co-hosted by Frau Hecker and Frau Weber at Gar-

den City High School on March 15.  Sponsored and created by members of the Long Island Chapter of the 

American Association of Teachers of German, the Sprachfest features a series of competitions on the middle 

and high school levels highlighting students’ knowledge of the German language, history, and culture.  Ar-

tistic designs, poetry recitation, music performances, gingerbread house creations, cakes, and dancing are 

also featured.  This year, sixteen schools from Nassau and Suffolk Counties competed against each other.  

Congratulations to all sixty-six GCMS students who participated, and to the winners listed below.   

    

 Grade 7:  Spelling Bee 1st Place-Andrew Granville 

     2nd Place-Stefan Hugel 

 

 Scrabble 7/8 3rd Place-Charles Bacigalupo, Andrew Granville, James Vail,  

                           Brendan Polke, Thomas Slattery 

 

           Vocabulary Bee  1st Place-James Anatra 

     2nd Place-Jillian Passano 

 

            Geography Bee  2nd Place-Haley Freese 

 

   Number Bee 1st Place-Brendan Polke 

     2nd Place-Allison Miller 

 

        Individual Poetry  1st Place-Bettina Hughes 

     2nd Place-Gabrielle Fressle 

     3rd Place-Katie Doud 

 

               Group Poetry  1st Place-Bettina Hughes, Allison Miller 

 

                             Instrumental Music 3rd Place-James Anatra, Charles Bacigalupo,          

                                                      Andrew Granville 

   

              Skits 1st Place-Katie Doud, Lindsay Schlichte, Bettina Hughes,  

                          Nikita Rihal  

 

  Frankfurter Kranz Cake  2nd Place-Lindsay Schlichte 

 

 Grade 8:       Vocabulary Bee 1st Place-Matt Johnston 

     2nd Place-Victoria Bradley 

 

Culture Bowl 1st Place-Alexandra Bruno, Will Clarke, Richie DeMarco,  

                          Sarah Odell  

 

Geography       1st Place-Catherine Dickinson 

                          2nd Place-Scott Ernenwein 

 

Number Bee 2nd Place-Peter Alford 

   
 

  



  

                                    

                                   Individual Poetry   2nd Place-Pam Ialenti 

 3rd Place-Mary Kate Wallace 

 

Group Poetry  1st Place-Pam Ialenti, Mary Kate Wallace 

 

                 Skit  1st Place-Pam Ialenti, Mary Kate Wallace, Alexandra Bruno 

 

Gingerbread 1st Place-Helen Minett 

House Design   3rd Place-Catherine Dickinson 

 

Poster Design 1st Place-Catherine Dickinson 

 

T-shirt Design 2nd Place-Sarah Odell 

 

Marble Cake 3rd Place-John Wein 

 

   Choc. Cake    1st Place-Jake Schlapp, Mike Lofrese 

 

     Obsttorte 2nd Place-John Wein 

 3rd Place-Helen Minett 

 

Mandel Cake 3rd Place-Pam Ialenti 

 

Special thanks go to the “Craft Room” mothers:  Mrs. Dickinson, Mrs. Minett, and Mrs. Johnson, and to 

all the parents and GC administrators who came to support us.  Thanks, also, to the folk dancers:  Joe 

Burdi, Kate DeMarco, Hannah Eilbeck, Devon Ialenti, Meghan Logan, Thomas Slattery, Joe Torres, Alex 

Umland, Taylor Will, Katie Doud, Julia Dignam, Melissa Ross, and their instructors, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

Hugel. 
        

 
      

 

  

  

  

Congratulation to all! 



Nassau All-County Art Supervisors Association Exhibition 
 
The Garden City Middle School Art Department is proud to announce that the artwork of twelve of our stu-

dents has been accepted to be a part of the 2008 Nassau All-County Art Supervisors Association Exhibition, 

held at Adelphi University on March 9. From Mr. Fediw’s classes work by Alexander Gee, Jia Kelleher, 

Keara Martin, and Margot Ranieri was selected. Ms. Rousku’s students include Anton Dobrolezhin, Lucy 

Petropoulos, Erin Wysocki, and Zoe Zeno. Mr. Wilkonski chose work created by Joanna Abballe, Amanda 

Ferraro, Liam Kennedy, and Marisa Su. We are extremely proud of the quality of work produced by our 

student’s who were featured in the exhibition. 

 

We are currently working with our 8th grade students on a permanent installation that is comprised of 6”x6” 

ceramic tiles. Each student created their own design for their tile inspired by the artist Piet Mondrian. The 

installation will include several large pieces which will be made up of the students’ tiles placed together to 

form a larger work of art. These pieces will be permanently displayed on the walls outside of the school 

cafeteria, as well as one of the 1st floor hallways. The 8th grade students have donated their work as part of 

an ongoing process to beautify and showcase the creativity and talent of the students here at the middle 

school. A reception and unveiling of the work is scheduled for May 1st from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  All are 

welcome to come and support the students and their artistic endeavors. 

 

Twenty-five of Ms. Rousku’s seventh grade art students will be participating in the Garden City Historical 

Society’s Third Annual Children’s Juried Art Contest “Architecture of Garden City.” The Society will host 

a reception for the winners and their families on Sunday, April 6. The artwork will be on display at the mu-

seum Saturday and Sunday, April 5-6, and April 12-13. 

 

The Middle School’s Art Club has been working hard creating illustrations for the Dead Poet’s Society Club 

Literary Magazine. It has been an exciting collaboration between Language and the Visual Arts. 

Garden City Elementary, Middle and High School Students 

Perform at Bassoon Day 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, March 1, 2008, the Music Department of Nassau Community College presented Bassoon Day.  

Mrs. Martha Boonshaft, Middle School Band Director and six Garden City bassoonists ranging in age from 9 to 

18 attended.  The day opened with an introduction and warm-up session with Leonard Hindell, the former prin-

cipal bassoonist of the New York Philharmonic and Professor of Bassoon at the Julliard Conservatory of Music 

in Mahattan. Students then attended presentations on bassoon practice, playing techniques and instrument main-

tenance.   

 

Additional Bassoon Day clinicians included repairman, Mr. Chuck Huebner, who examined and fixed each par-

ticipant’s instrument.  Master classes were given on the NYSSMA solos the students will be playing this spring, 

with critiques by Mr. Hindell, and on reed making. The day’s festivities culminated in a mass bassoon band con-

ducted by Mr. Hindell.   

 

The Fox Bassoon Company was in attendance giving the players the opportunity to try new student and profes-

sional model instruments, along with Miller Marketing, a bassoon accessories company.   



 

What could a middle school technologies class and band class have in common? 
 

  Interdisciplinary projects provide students with the opportunities to see the relationship 

of one subject to another from different vantage points.  For example, exploring the his-

torical context of a literary work can provide the students with a greater understanding 

that transcends the story alone.  But what could a middle school technologies class and 

band class have in common?   

  At Garden City Middle School the flute, clarinet and oboe players of the band program 

learned firsthand what these classes have in common.  Technology teacher, Mr. Fred 

Caputo, helped the band students to design and build instrument stands to hold their in-

struments when they are not in use.  He guided them through the process, step by step, 

creating the stands from blocks of wood, dowels, plastic feet and glue.  They learned 

how to use the band saw and the drill press to cut the wood into the perfect shape. They 

sanded, glued and hammered finishing instrument stands of their very own. Learning a 

piece of music is similar in that students start with a key sign, time sign, notes and 

rhythms.  As they come to understand what these pieces mean, they ultimately figure out 

how they fit together. Whether it is creating their own instrument stands or performing a 

piece of music, the students have learned how individual parts come together to make a 

more convincing whole.    

  After completing their stands, the student employed their own creativity by decorating 

them at home. This is much like a solo piece of music. Although different performers 

read the same notes and rhythms, each performance is unique as individuals bring their 

own creative ideas to the interpretation of the work. The same can be said about each 

child’s music stand. While the stands are similar in size and shape, the students’ indi-

viduality and creativity comes through in their decorations. 

  Mrs. Boonshaft and Ms. Iovino would like to thank Mr. Caputo for being so giving of 

his time and knowledge to help with this project.  The success of this project has 

prompted some of the brass students to explore how instruments stands could be made 

for their instruments.  More collaboration between Technology and Music is yet to come. 

 

Dead Poets Society 
 

Recently, the Dead Poets Society conducted a cover art contest.  The winner was 8th grader Jia 

Kelleher for her anime-style drawing on the theme of “dreams.”  Jia’s winning design will ap-

pear on the cover of the Dead Poets Society Literary Magazine to be published in June. 

  

Students who are talented writers are encouraged to submit their poems and stories to Mrs. Cini 

in Room 141.  We also need talented artists to submit their drawings or to come to the meet-

ings and try their hand at illustrating student literary submissions.  All are welcome to join the 

Dead Poets Society.  The meetings are Thursday afternoons from 3:15 to 4:00 pm. 



Tips for Stress Free Final Exams! 

 

Spring has sprung and so has the fourth quarter.  As the weather warms 

up students have only one thing on their mind – SUMMER.  However, 

before they hit the beach they must get through final exams first.  Most 

often the mere mention of the word “test” can send the most confident 

student into a tizzy.  Here are some basic tips to help your child navigate 

the world of exams! 

 

1. Students should first seek help from the subject area teacher. The 

teacher is the expert not only on the curriculum but also on the 

test.  Teachers extra help sessions are designed to review con-

tent and focus students on the material covered on the test.  A 

child can spend hours studying for an exam and fail – because 

they have not studied the appropriate material. 

2. Make use of study guides.  Most teachers prepare comprehensive 

packets to prepare their students for the exams.  Children 

should be working on them each evening and seeking help 

when they do the material. 

3. Have a quiet study/homework environment – a computer, phone 

and TV free zone. 

4. Review class notes and organize handout material.  Students should 

ensure that their notes are complete and legible and they have 

all the dittos that were given in class. 

5. Study the most difficult subject FIRST. 

6. Allow for breaks – take a 10 minute break for a quick snack or 

stretch and then get right back to the books. 

7. Prepare a study schedule – on a family calendar plan out each 

night’s study routine.  Don’t cram.  Studying a little each night 

is preferred over packing it all in the night before. 

8. Do the memory drills just before bed – review of vocabulary, flash 

cards. 

9. Enlist the help of a parent or study buddy to quiz the student on the 

material – you don’t know what you don’t 

know. 

10. Get a good night’s sleep.  At a reasonable hour – 

lights out!  Students should eat a good break-

fast and be confident that they have done their 

best to prepare for their exam. 


